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FOREWORD

I am very honoured to be offered the opportunity to give the 2013 
Liberation War Museum lecture. Dedicated to all freedom loving people, 
Liberation War Museum commemorates our heroic struggle for 
independence during 1971, which resulted in the establishment of the 
sovereign nation of Bangladesh. The museum is a veritable treasure-trove 
of documents, photographs, articles and mementos of the most glorious 
moment in our history. 

We are now into the forty-second year of our independence and 
making significant strides in socio-economic development. But, 
Bangladesh was once written off as a 'hopeless' country with no or zero 
potential for development. Our performance in most of the 
macroeconomic indicators and in almost all the social development 
indicators in the past four decades has been lauded by all. Many earlier 
critics have now revised their own projections and consider Bangladesh 
to be a role model for the emerging economies. Bangladesh has achieved 
this by its strategic policy focus on modernizing agriculture, improving 
remittance and opting for readymade garments industries. The service 
sector too has got adequate policy attention. I chose to speak on four 
decades of Bangladesh economy to highlight the achievements we have 
made despite huge challenges. I thought this theme would be befitting 
for the occasion. I also take this opportunity to pay tributes to all freedom 
seekers who sacrificed their lives for an independent Bangladesh.    

I am pleased to acknowledge the contribution of Md. Nazim Uddin for 
collecting necessary information for the lecture. The lecture was originally 
given in Bengali. Ziaul Karim deserves special thanks for translating the 
lecture into English in a manner that captures the style and spirit of the 
original Bengali. I am indeed grateful to him. I am indebted to A.F.M. 
Asaduzzaman for his passionate involvement in every step of this 
publication. I am also grateful to my colleagues at the Governor's 
Secretariat and Department of Communications & Publications for their 
support and dedication without them this publication would not have 
seen the light of day.  

Dhaka, June, 2013 (Atiur Rahman)
Governor
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